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1.  NIGERIA – On Sept 26, Muslim Fulani herdsmen attacked an Evangelical Church Winning All congregation in Gabaciwa in Kachia Local Government 

Area. One Christian was killed, several others were seriously injured, and 27 were abducted. The raid was carried out during the Sunday morning 
service. Also on Sept 26, Fulani killed at least 41 Christians and wounded many others in an attack in southern Kaduna state. Pray for the President of 
ECWA, Rev Stephen Baba Panya, who is calling on the government for help and justice. 

2.  INDIA – Christians in Uttar Pradesh state in northeast India have been suffering increased attacks by Hindu militants, often followed by arrest on false 
charges of forcible conversion since the enactment of the state’s anti-conversion law in Feb 2021. Radical Hindu nationalist are attacking Christians 
and their places of worship, and at least 71 Christians have been arrested on false accusations of forced conversions. Pray for Pastor Richard 
Benjamin who was put in prison: “This is the third time I was put in jail in the last 10 years. The 5 days I spent in jail were difficult as we couldn’t get 
enough food and the jailer gave us lots of work. I fainted a couple of times due to lack of food.” Pastor Benjamin and another imprisoned Christian were 
released on bail and must attend court hearings regularly and check in with local police. 

3.  INDIA cont – On Sept 7, radical Hindu nationalists attacked a prayer meeting in the Azamgarh district of Uttar Pradesh state and brutally beat Pastor 
Raju Manji who was head of the local Evangelical church. They dragged Pastor Raju to the police station where police accused him of violating the 
anti-conversion laws and arrested him. Pastor Rajesh Kumar went to jail to bring Pastor Raju food and he was also arrested and imprisoned. Raju 
had moved to Uttar Pradesh from West Bengal with his wife, Nuri, as church planters with a ministry focused on disadvantaged communities. The 
ministry has flourished, but the growth has been accompanied by opposition and persecution. Nuri explained, “People in large numbers are embracing 
Jesus as they experience healings and deliverance. Anti-Christian elements are not able to digest this fact, so they attack.” 

4. BANGLEDESH – pray for Christians who are discriminated against in government aid distribution during Covid-19 and cyclone relief. Pray they would 
be able to recover, both physically and emotionally. 

5.  BANGLEDESH cont – pray for Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, that she will make decisions to protect the nation at all times, leading people to be 
able to lead peaceful lives in dignity. 

6.  BANGLEDESH cont – pray for 30-year-old Shamin, who was hospitalized in August after relatives attacked him and his father with axes and sticks. 
Shamin is a Christian convert from Islam and was running adult literacy classes. Pray for his healing and recovery. 

7.  BANGLEDESH cont – pray for the few hundred Rohingya Christians as they seek to follow Jesus in the refugee camps in Bangledesh. Pray they 
will be kept safe and will be able to walk with Jesus in the midst of their difficult surroundings. 

8.  MYANMAR – pray for the family and church of Pastor Biak Hum, a Baptist pastor who was killed by soldiers in Chin state on Sept 18 as he tried to 
help extinguish a fire. The blaze was caused by artillery fire, which destroyed 19 homes in the Thantlang township. Pray for increased international 
pressure on the Myanmar military, which will lead to the end of the military coup, and the restoration of democracy, peace and justice. 

9. INDIA – pray for the family of Nitish Kumar, 14, a Christian teenager who died Sept 26, 46 days after Hindu extremists threw acid over him. Nitish 
came from a Dalit family that had converted from Hinduism to Christianity about 2 years ago and had been threatened repeatedly by Hindu extremists. 
He was going to buy vegetables in the village market in Kamtanagar in Bilhar’s Gaya District on Aug 11 when 3 suspected Hindu extremists rode up 
behind him on a motorbike and threw acid all over him. 70% of his body was burned. Pray for his brothers, Sanjeet and Rajeev, another brother and 
sister, and his parents. 
10. NIGERIA – praise God that another 10 students from Bethel Baptist High School in Kaduna state were released by their abductors on Sept 26, 

leaving 11 remaining in captivity. It is understood that the gunmen freed the students after collecting a ransom. Pray that the other 11 will be released 
soon. 

11. CHINA – continue praying for imprisoned Chinese pastor Zhang Shaojie who was arrested in Nov 2013 and is serving a 12 year sentence. His 
family recently received a letter from him, saying that he ‘is in good spirit in the Lord, and feels peace about his imprisonment.’ He is thankful for the 
prayers for him. 

12. IRAN – continue praying for 3 Christian converts from Islam whose 5-year prison sentences were reduced to 3 years on appeal in August. They have 
unexpectedly been informed that they will have an additional appeal hearing on Dec 16. Milad Gourdazi, Amin Khaki, and Alireza Nourmohammadi 
remain out of prison while they wait. 

13. CHINA – continue to pray for Chang Weiping, a Chinese human rights lawyer who has been imprisoned since Oct 2020. Following a meeting with 
his lawyer on Sept 14 – the first allowed since his detention – it emerged that Chang has been forced to endure cruel and inhumane treatment in 
retaliation for his vital human rights work defending the right to freedom of religion or belief. This includes prolonged sleep deprivation, lack of adequate 
food, and being forced to sit in a ‘tiger chair’ for up to 6 days at a time, facing round the clock interrogations. Chang’s wife, Dr Chen Zijuan, has 
campaigned tirelessly for her husband’s freedom throughout his detention. As a result, the authorities have harassed and threatened Dr Chen and her 
young son who is ‘scared to the point of insomnia.’ Ask God to protect Chang and his family from this cruel treatment. 

14.  MEXICO – continue to pray for Pastor Aaron Mendez Ruiz and Alfredo Castillo de Luna, who were abducted in Aug 2019. They remain missing 
today. Pray for their safe return. 

15.  IRAQ – pray for Sana. She has not seen her husband, Sahab, nor her 2 sons, Tony and Issa since 2014 when ISIS took over Qaraqosh. Father 
Ammar, a church leader in Erbil says, “We have rebuilt a lot of our houses and  churches, but ISIS destroyed human beings.” He works with Open 
Doors’ Center of Hope to offer practical, spiritual, and emotional support to those in the Christian community. Sana says, “My faith in almighty God is so 
big. And I keep praying that they will come back. They are all I have. God willing, they will come back.” 

16.  MALI – praise God that Colombian nun, Gloria Cecilia Argoti, has been released after almost 5 years as a captive of an Al-Qaeda-linked Islamist 
group in Mali. She said, “I am very happy; I stayed healthy for 5 years, thank God.” Her fellow hostage and devout Christian, Beatrice Stockli, was 
killed, probably in late summer 2020. 

17.  INDIA – On Oct 3, 5 people were seriously injured when a mob of over 200 Hindu extremists attacked a church in Uttarakhand state in northern 
India. Armed with rods, the mob burst into the church during the 10 am service and for 40 minutes beat the Christians and vandalized furniture and 
musical instruments. 



18.  IRAN – On Sept 5, 3 leaders from the Church of Iran denomination were arrested when police agents raided the house where they were meeting. It 
happened in the northern city of Rasht, where Christians, especially converts, have faced intense harassment at the hands of Iranian authorities for 
several years. Pray for the leaders: Morteza, Ahmad, and Ayoub. They have been released on bail. Pray that all charges will be dropped as they 
should not have been arrested in the first place. 

19. NIGERIA – continue praying for Professor Tarfa and the Du Merci orphanage. The forgery charge has been proven false by his bank and his trial 
has been adjourned until Nov 23. Pray for his full acquittal. Also please pray for the return of all 16 children who were seized from the orphanage in 
Dec 2019. They remain in the hands of the Kano state authorities. 

20.  UNITED STATES – pray for Carl Trueman, a faculty member at Grove City College in Pennsylvania. He recently lectured at a conference hosted by 
a Baptist church in California, on the topic of his recent book, The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self. The YouTube live stream of the lecture was 
cancelled for ‘content violation’. This past May he was giving the very same set of lectures at a Christian High School in the south. Prior to his visit, the 
lectures enjoyed good publicity on the school’s Instagram account. Then that Instagram account was totally suspended, with a requirement that all 
references to Trueman and his lecture be dropped before the account could be reinstated. 

21.  CHINA – continue praying for Early Rain Covenant Church, and church leader, Wu. Since the 2018 crackdown, the church has grown with new 
converts, baptisms and members. This year the church began a training course for small group leaders, preachers, and leaders on church planting in 
preparation to break the church into several smaller gatherings. The church’s Christian school continues with each grade meeting in a different family’s 
home. Police have visited some, forcing them to change locations. 

22.  BRAZIL – pray for Father Renato Chiera. The Italian priest has spent 42 years in Brazil. He created Saint Michael the Archangel’s Children Home, 
which rescues street children. At the Children’s Home, the young are helped with their studies, connected to God, and are supported in assimilating 
back into society. As of today, over 100,000 children have been welcomed by St Michael’s Home. 

23.  INDIA – pray against Karnataka’s state government order to investigate all churches, ministries, and missionaries. The order was proposed by 
Gulihatti Shekar, who chaired the parliamentary committee. He had expressed concern about the issue of conversion, using his mother as an example, 
saying she had converted to Christianity without his knowledge. The state is also planning to enact anti-conversion laws to stop Hindus from converting 
to other religions. 

24.  NIGERIA – continue praying for Leah Sharibu. A family friend says he recently received confirmation form 2 sources that Leah is alive. One of his 
sources, who was recently released from captivity by Boko Haram, said she had seen Leah. Leah, 18, has been held in captivity by Boko Haram since 
Feb 2018. 

25. PAKISTAN – continue to pray for Zafar Bhatti. On Oct 18, the judge refused to hear Zafar’s latest appeal but instead referred the case to the lower 
court. Zafar’s lawyers are now considering taking his case to the Supreme Court. Zafar, 51, has been in prison since July 2012, charged with sending 
blasphemous text messages. In May 2017, he was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

26. IRAN – continue praying for Naser Navard Gold-Tapeh. On Oct 17, Naser’s lawyer learned that he had been refused conditional release for the 
second time this year, even though he is eligible for parole. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison in May 2017 for ‘establishment of an illegal church 
organization in his home.’ 
27. NIGERIA – pray for Pastor Gideaon Mutum, founder and director of a camp for communities in southern Kaduna state fleeing militia violence, and 
Steven Kefas, a journalist and activist. Both of these men have received death threats for speaking out against attacks by Fulani militants. 
28. EGYPT – pray for Nancy. She lost her husband and son when ISIS militants attacked their bus as they were returning home from a visit to a 
monastery in Minya. She shares, “The trial was meant to weaken us, but no, it made us stronger.” She continues, “I ask you to pray for us so that our 
faith will be very strong. God is a living God. He hears and answers our prayers.” 
29. IRAN – continue praying for Saheb Fadaie, a house-church deacon who has spent more than 3 years in Tehran’s Evin prison. He was told Oct 24 
that he has been denied parole for the second time. Pray for his daughter, Martha, 15, and for his wife, Marjan, and that Saheb will be released soon. 
30. INDIA – pray for Pastor Somu Alwadi who leads an Assemblies of God church in Hubballi. Hindu extremists forced their way into his church on 
Sunday, Oct 17, to protest alleged forced conversions. Pastor Alwadi and some other Christians in the congregation suffered minor injuries when they 
tried to stop the disturbance. 

Pray from Psalm 46 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea… 
The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; 
He raised His voice, the earth melted.  
The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come behold the works of the Lord, 
Who has wrought desolations in the earth. 

He makes wars to cease to the ends of the earth; 
He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; 
He burns the chariots with fire. 
“Be still and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit…with all perseverance and petition for all the saints. Ephesians 6:18 


